Chris Klimecky

Extended Bio

Starting at the age of 4 on violin, Chris Klimecky began his classical musical training early. His mother Joy Klimecky, a professional violinist, was Chris's first introduction into the world of music. She continues to play in symphonies throughout the United States to this day. 

Chris soon lost interest in violin and picked up the guitar at age 11.  It was quickly obvious that rock was where Chris belonged as middle school performances of songs like Ratt's "Round and Round" and Ozzy's "Crazy Train" made him well known in his hometown.  Oddly enough, though, it was his tuba playing in the school band which helped take him to the next level musically.  "Tuba is what got me a scholarship into an arts focused boarding high school in Michigan, Interlochen Arts Academy.  There I studied tuba, jazz guitar and composition for 3 years."

Throughout the late 80's and early 90's Chris was playing in rock bands as well as writing and recording music, most often with his brother on bass and cousin on drums, all accomplished musicians and all studying music in college at the time. 

Chris attended the University of Michigan School of Music where he majored in music technology (a blend of composition, recording, and multi-media performance) and minored in classical guitar.  "In the mid-90's my brother, my cousin, and I decided to formalize, professionally record and promote our melodic prog rock band, Jester's Crown, with the addition of a keyboardist.  Our first release was "Above the Storm" (1995).  Based in Ann Arbor, we toured from Madison, WI to Toronto, Canada, with most time spent between Detroit and Chicago.  An acoustic EP release, "Where Daydreams Play" (1996) reflected the many in-store acoustic appearances we were doing at the time and led into our final large scale recorded release, "Away" (1998).  The band broke up roughly a year later after "Away" failed to gain significant traction."

Moving to Seattle at the turn of the millennium, Chris continued on his own, recording all instruments himself in his home studio for the CD "Marooned" (2001). He focused on his career as a producer in the videogames business, including leading the team which created the classic horror game "The Suffering."  Unable to leave music behind completely, he continued to write and record.  His latest release of twelve songs recorded between 2007-2009 with a variety of songwriting collaborations have been brought together for a new release, "Bankrupt Generation" (2010). 

"Bankrupt Generation" is a lyrical composite of life lessons learned and journeys yet unfinished. Musically, "Bankrupt" has the sound of an accomplished musician dazzling us both instrumentally and melodically, combining various genres while taking us into realms which can be soft and sweet or dark and mysterious, then hard hitting and powerful.  "Bankrupt Generation" is most definitely a "road trip" worth taking.

Chris has been volunteering as a co-organizer for the Songwriters in Seattle group for the last few years, helping to support musicians in songwriting, showcases, recording, producing, and general promotions of their original material.

Although a highly accomplished guitar player, Chris is also talented in musical arrangements, recording, engineering, and production.  His ability to program instrumentation such as bass, drums, keyboards, etc. is exceptionally reflected on his latest CD release "Bankrupt Generation".

Chris has a variety of guitar-oriented rock inspirations and influences with a mix of prog rock, classic rock, hard rock, and modern pop rock.  Among his favorite bands are Foo Fighters, Goo Goo Dolls, Green Day, Collective Soul, Switchfoot, Tonic, Breaking Benjamin, Rush, Yes, Genesis, Van Halen, Ozzy Osbourne, Steve Vai, and Joe Satriani.

Solo artist album releases in chronological order are Bankrupt Generation (2010), Marooned (2001).  New songs for the upcoming release, "This Journey" due in Fall 2011, are already being heard on the web.

Chris's sound can be described as "Collective Soul meets Rush."

Chris's music suggests a journey through the struggles of life and ultimately a message of hope.  Sometimes wistful and poetic, finding peace despite longing for what wasn't and may never be, while other times gritty and raw, tackling tough reality head on and searching for the answers.  If Chris were to sum up a life lesson he would say "So-called "experts" aren't trustworthy just because of their title or because they've been doing something a long time.  Question everything and believe in yourself, especially when your gut tells you you're being led down the wrong path."

Chris currently resides in Kirkland, Washington with his wife and two children.
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